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At a meeting of the members of the First Parish in Cambridge, held at 
their Vestry, April 29, 1850, it was 

** Voted, That a Committee be appointed to consider the rights and privi- 
leges of Harvard College to the use of the meeting-house, and Morrill 
Wyman, Daniel Austin, B. W. Whitney, William G. Stearns, and Oliver 
Hastings, were chosen." 

At the adjournment of the above meeting, May 20, 1850, — 

'^ The Committee appointed to make inquiries as to the rights of Harvard 
College to tde meeting-house, presented their Report, which was accepted and 
referred to the Committee who presented it, with directions to print for the 
use of the society such abstracts and portions of it as they think advisable. 

(* Voted, That the same Committee cause a survey of the Parish land to be 
made, if they think advisable. 

** Voted, That the same Committee be requested to make application to 
Harvard College for further aid towards defraying the annual expenses of the 
Parish." 



REPORT. 



ToTiB Committee in the following Report have endeavored 
to ^ye copies of &e papers which have a bearing upon the 
history of the connecldon at various timea exiting between 
Harvard College and the I^lrst Parish. This they do because 
they believe that these papers, which have been obtained from 
the College, Parish, and Town Records with some trouble, 
should be preserved for future reference, when, as copies, Ihey 
will have a value which no mere analysis of them could pos- 
sess. 

The First Parish in Cambridge baa at successive periods 
been the proprietor of five meeting-housos. 

The first was built in 1632, and had a bell upon it It 
stood near the southwest comer of Mount Auburn and Dun- 
ster Streets, probably a little south of Mount Auburn Street.* 



* Dr. T. W. Harris, who has iavMtigaled manj questioni relating to the 
early hiatorf of Cainbridge vritfa great care, itatei tbat tbe meetliig-hoaae lot 
wai at tbe place mentioned abore, and [hat from the Town Records it appean 

J, that the gaiAen of tbe Rev. 

I Samuel Stone lay at ifae 

I weal of tha meeting-houss 

Mt. Adbobr St. 'oIi Matthew Allen'* lot 

at the aoutb, and Simon 
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Oty. Mr. 






Mallhcw 

..... 



WlHTHIOF Si. 



Sackelt't between the two; 
each of them lots being 
i Rood in area, while that 
of Jntnei Ensign, which lay 
to tbe weal of Mr. Slone'a 
a, extended (rom itreet 
to street, and contained 1 
- Rood. Tbe diagram ahowa 
the precJM lelationa of tbess 
aeTeral lot*. 



The following vote refers to the repairs of this house. 

"At a general meeting of the inhabitants of the Town 
18.12.49 [Feb. 18, 1649,] voted and agreed by a general 
consent that the meeting-house shall be repaired with a 4-square 
roofe and^ covered with shingle, and the charges thereof levied 
upon the Inhabitants of the towne by equale rate. Also Edw: 
GoflFe, Tho : Moirett, Jno. Stedman, Robt. Holmes, and Tho : 
Danforih, are chosed by the towne to oversee and carry on 
this worke, to agree with workmen, and to levie the charge 
of their ingagements for the worke upon the inhabitants of the 
Towne." * 

« ll(l)16ij [March 11, 1649, Old Style]. At a general 
meeting of the whole town it was then voted and agreed that 
the five men chosen by the town to repair the meeting-house 
shall desist from the same and agree with workmen for build- 
ing of a new House about 40 foot square and covered as was 
formerly agreed for the other ; and levy the charge of their 
ingagements upon the inhabitants of the Towne." 

" It was also there voted and generally agreed that the new 
meeting-house shall stand on the Watch-House hill." — Re- 
gestere Booke, p. 108. 

Watch-house Hill was the name given to the slight eminence 
upon which the two succeeding meeting-houses were built. 
This eminence was then undoubtedly much more distinct than 
now, since it is well known that a pond existed nearly south, at 
the comer of Dunster and Main Streets, into which it is prob- 
able the tide occasionally flowed. 

According to Dr Abiel Holmes's History of Cambridge, the 
Town voted, in February, 1652, " That the Towns men [select- 
men] shall make sale of the land whereon the old meeting- 
house stood." 

" 10th 9th month 1650. The Inhabitants did consent that 

* Two Discourses delivered before the First Parish in Cambridge ; one 
upon leaving the Old Meeting-house, and the other at the Dedication of the 
New. By William Newell, Pastor of the First Church in Cambridge. 1834. 
The original vote is recorded in The Regestere Booke of the Lands and Houses 
in the J^Cew-towne, 1635, p. 108^ in the City Clerk's office. 



the five men that were deputed by the Towne to make the 
agreement with the carpenters for building the meeting house 
should consider of their complaints and allow them what they 
may judge equal, not exceeding forty pounds." — Regestere 
Booke, p. 120. 

From this vote we should infer that the second meeting- 
house was finished before the winter of 1650. Presidents 
Chauncy and Oakes both officiated as clergymen in this house 
while connected with Harvard College, the latter till his death 
in 1681 ; but the first pecuniary assistance from the College 
is recorded as follows : — 

" Boston, Decemb'' 24, 1691. At a corporation meeting of 
Harvard College. It is ordered, 1. That £5 be allowed to- 
wards y® repairing of y® meeting house in Cambr. Provided 
y* this present allowance shall not be drawn into a precedent 
for y® future and y* the selectmen shall renounce all expecta- 
tion of such a thing for y® future." — Corporation Records, B. 
4, p. 2. 

" At a meeting of the Corporation at Cambridge, Sept. 28, 
1703, Voted, that the sum of sixty pounds be allowed out of 
the College Treasury, towards the building a new meeting 
house in Cambridge." — Corporation Records, B. 4, p. 23. 

This vote has reference to the third meeting-house, which 
was built upon Watch-house Hill, fronting to the south, with its 
rear line two and a half or three feet south of, and parallel to, 
the front line of the fourth house. 

" 6 Aug. 1706. Voted that Mr. Leverett with the Treas- 
urer take care for the building of a pew for the President's 
family, in the meeting house now a building, and about the 
students' seats in said meeting house, the charge of the Pew 
to be defrayed out of the College Treasury." — Corporation 
Records, B. 4, p. 26. 

" Sept. 6, 1717. In answer to the motion of Mr. Andrew 
Bordman and Zach' Hicks in the name and on the behalf of the 
town of Cambridge, Voted, That the College will be ready to 
allow out of the Treasury one seventh part of the charge of 
raising the meeting house and erecting an upper tier of galler- 



ies ; Provided, That the frontier gallery that now is, with the 
two wings, shall, as of right it ought to be, and as their neces- 
sity calls for it, be surrendered to the use of the scholars, and 
so much room in the side gallery, contiguous to the front gallery 
aforesaid, as shall be equal to a seventh part of the new gallery 
which shall be erected be declared and entered in the Town book 
of records as the right and apportionable part of the meeting 
house belonging to the College, and delivered to the use of 
the said College as there shall be occasion therefor. The said 
part of the said side gallery to be taken aiid set off square 
from front to rear." — Corporation Records, B. 4, p. 60. 

" April 23, 1746. At a meeting of the Pres^* and Fellows 
of Harvard College in Cambridge, the Corporation being this 
day informed from the Parish by their committee for the re- 
pairs of the meeting house — That they [the Parish] are about 
to repair said meeting house in the following manner, viz. 
To make sash lights of glass of 8 and 10 inches, to clapboard 
the house so far as there shall be need of it, and shingle the 
whole roof, and give the proper repairs of the steeple besides 
raising tiie floor to its state and setting the pews in good order. 
The request of the said committee to the corporation is that 
they would by them inform the Parisli what they are willing to 
do with respect to the said repairs. * Therefore the corporation 
on mature consideration of said affidr come into the following 
vote. 

" That if the Parish shall actually make the repairs above 
mentioned. This corporation will consent to pay for the win- 
dows in their gallery, and clapboard the upper part of the front 
of the meeting house from the ^rt to the plate, and also pay for 
the window in the President's pew, and clapboard behind said 
pew on the backside of the meeting house (if said part of the 
meeting house be new clapboarded) from the sill to the girt. 
Or if the Parish shall rather choose instead of our making the 
repairs of the above mentioned Parts, That we would give some 
certain Proportion of the said Repairs of the saad house, we con- 
sent that we will ensure the seventh part of the whole repairs 
of the house, only requiring, That the Parish do inform the Cor- 
poration before they enter upon the repairs of said house which 
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of these proposals they choose to take up vriih." — Corporation 
Records, Book 4, p. 268. 

No vote has been found on the records of the College, or 
those of the Parish, showing which of these proposals was 
acceded to, although a committee was appointed to make the 
election, as appears from the last-named records. It is prob- 
able, as the repairs were not so extensive as first proposed, 
that the College answered to the seventh part of the charge. 

" At a meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the 
first precinct in Cambridge y* 7**^ of April 1746 by an adjourn- 
ment from the VJ^ of March 1746-6, voted that William Brat- 
tle Ed"* Throwbridge And^ Boardman Esqirs Dea"* Sam^ Spar- 
hawke & M' Noah Sparhawke be a committe to treat with y® 
corporation and y® parsons that own the pews in the meeting 
house in said precinct as to y® repairs of said house : viz. as to 
making windows and clabording to y^ top of said windows and 
make report to y® committee or clerk of said precinct that a pre- 
cinct meeting may be called as sone as posable." 

" At a meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of y® 
First precinct in Cambridge legally assembled on y® 12**^. of 
Sep*' 1746. 1. Voted that eight pews be made out of the 
four hind seats on y® floor and that they be disposed off to such 
persons and for such sums as the committee hereafter named 
shall judge Proper. So as thereby to raise four hundred 
pounds old Tenour which sum the said Committee is to apply 
towards repairing y® meeting house in y® manner following; 
viz. new shingling y® roof, new clapbording y® East End, south 
side and west end as far as y* north comer of y® Belfrey, 
making new fore-doors, new glaise y® house with sash glass 
eight & ten inches, amend and secure the floor, erect y® vane, 
and do such other things as shall be found needful thoroughly 
to repsdr y* said house. 2. That if y® said sum with what 
y* College, y® owners of y® pews and others shall do be not 
sufficient for that purpose, then to make so many more pews 
out of y® next seats and dispose of y°^ in manner and at rate 
aforesaid as will raise a sum sufficient for that purpose. 3. Vot- 
ed that Francies Foxcroft, Edmund Trowbridge, Sam^ Whit- 
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temore, Edward Manning & Caleb Dana, be y* committee 
for y® purpose aforesaid and that y® Reverend y® President 
of Harvard College be desired to be advising to y® Committee 
therein. 4. Voted that y® Committee aforesaid make y® 
election mentioned in y® votes of y® President and Fellows of 
Harvard College respecting y® repairs aforesaid and give them 
seasonable notice thereof. 5. Voted, That if there should 
arise any diflSculty respecting y® sale of any one of y® eight 
pews aforesaid y* y® sale of y® other seven and the repairs 
aforesaid, be not delayed thereby, but that y* Committee afore- 
said proceed thereon and lay y® affair of said pews before y 
precinct at y® next meeting." — Parish Records. 

" 9th day of February, 17^f . Put to vote whether y 
precinct would reconsider y® former vote for repairing y® old 
meeting house in said precinct and it passed in y® negative." 

" 6th day of April, 1747. Put to vote whether the precinct 
would reconsider their vote as to the large repairs of the old 
meeting house in said precinct, and it passed in y® a£Srmative. 

" Put to vote whether it would not be most prudent to defer 
making so large repairs as was formerly voted, as it may tend 
to y® peace and unity of said precinct, and it passed in y® 
aflSrmative." 

" 21 day of September, 1747. Voted that the old meeting 
house in said precinct be repaired in y® manner following, viz. 
that roof be made tight, y® windows, seats, and doors, be also 
mended." 

" Sept. 28, 1747. Col. John Vassall, Mr. Abraham Watson, 
a^d Mr. Jona. Hastings were chosen a committee to sell the 
materials which were purchased by a committee chosen the 
12th of Sept. 1746, for y® repairs of y® meeting house in said 
precinct, and then to reimburse those persons that have ad- 
vanced money for y® purchase of materials or pews," &c. 

Report of a majority of this committee : — 

" And whereas we find by enquiry that y® most part of y* 
materials that were purchased were in Mr. Trowbridges hands 
and he intimating to us he would return to those that paied 
their money for pe^ their due with part of the profits, so that 
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in short we apprehend his design was to have no further to do 
with the precinct but to make up with those that paid their 
money amongst themselves. But Deacon Whittemore and Mr. 
Manning were ready to render an account. 

"JoNA. Hastings. 
« Cambridge^ Nov. 2, 1747. Abra"* Watson." 

" 19 March, 1749-50. Voted to choose a committee to treat 
with y® Governor's of y® College, in order to their being assist- 
ing of said precinct in y® support of Mr. Appleton. Deacon 
Prentice, Deacon Whittemore, and Lieut. Stedman, said Com- 
mittee. Voted, that said committee make report at y® ad- 
journment." — Parish Becords. 

The following votes have reference to the building of the 
fourth meeting-house. 

" At a meeting of the President and Fellows of Harvard Col- 
lege, in Cambridge, Dec. 3, 1753. 

" The inhabitants of the first precinct in Cambridge having, on 
Nov. 20, 1753, voted that they would, upon some part of the 
Hill on which the present meeting house now stands, build a 
new meeting house, and then also chose a committee to confer 
with the Corporation of Harvard College to know their resolu- 
tion what part or proportion the College shall -bear of the 
charge of building and repairing the meeting house voted to 
be builded. The Corporation therefore, now taking the said 
aflFair into consideration, Vote, That provided the students of 
Harvard College shall have the improvement of the whole 
front gallery of the said house, meaning that the measures of 
the said gallery should be from the angles made with it by the 
side gallerys in a mitre line to the comer posts in the front of 
the house. Provided also that there be set apart a pew in 
said house for the use of the President for the time being and 
his family. The ssud pew to be chosen by the Corporation, and 
to be at least the third or fourth pew as to the choice. There 
shall be allowed by the College for the building the meeting 
house aforesaid one seventh part of the charge of said House, 
supposing that to be their proportion of the improvable part of 
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it. Also that the College shall repair the gallery which the 
students aforesaid improve, as also the windows belon^ng to 
4he said gallery, also the President's pew with the repairs of 
that window also, and when there shall be any general repairs, 
said College shall also bear the seventh part thereof Provided 
that the Corporation have the choice of a person to be joined 
with the committee appointed by the Parish aforesaid, both for 
the building ssdd house and for such repairs. 2. That if the 
first Precinct in Cambridge, according to a vote at their late 
meeting, Nov. 20, 1758, as specified in the above vote, should 
proceed to the building a new meeting house. That then there 
shall be a petition put into the General Court at their approach- 
ing sessions, in the name of the Corporation, to give us such 
help in that affair as to their wisdom and goodness shall seem 
meet." — College Book, No. 7, p. 29. 

" At a meeting of the President and Fellows of Harvard 
College in Cambridge, May 3, 1756. 

" Whereas the Hon. Messrs. Danforth and Brattle, from the 
committee of the First Parish in Cambridge, wUh respect to 
building a new meeting house, iiave made application to us to 
know what the College will do to encourage said work. Voted, 
that provided the said meeting house be builded upon the hill 
where the present meeting house now stands, and also be about 
70 feet long, and about 50 feet wide : Provided also, that the 
students of Harvard College shall have the improvement of 
the whole front gallery," &c. (Here follows a repetition of the 
preceding vote passed three years before) " also the president's 
pew, also the window of it if any be therein." — p. 49. 

" At a meeting of the President and Fellows of Harvard 
College m Cambridge, July 27, 1756. 

" Voted, 1. That the President be the person of the Corpo- 
ration to be joyned with the committee of the Parish with 
respect to the building a new meeting house, according to our 
vote with respect to that affidr at our meeting, May 3, 1756. 

^' 2. That in case the Parish Committee shall allow to the 
College in the new meeting house now proposed to be built, 
the privilege of the mitre line, according to the vote of our 
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meeiang of May S, 1756 (p. 49), That ttien ttie College 
-will alloTT toward defraying the charge of said meeting house,> 
beside the seventh part already granted by the Corporation,- 
the sum of twenty pounds. But if ssdd committee shall not 
oome into said proposal, then if they shall allow the scholars 
gallery to be fifteen feet deep on an horizontal line from the 
inside of the front of the house, and a passage way from the 
side gallerys to the front of. the fore seat of the scholar's gal* 
lery of three feet wide, as also a passage way of the same 
width along by each end of the scholar's gallery to the front of 
tiie honse, That then there shall be allowed to the Parish a 
piece of land out of the Presidents orchard of fifteen feet 
from that fence which is now on the back side of the old meet- 
ing house, and as long as the new meeting house shall be, to 
be holden and enjoyed by the Parish as long as the meeting 
house now to be built shall continue to be an house of Public 
worship, and no longer. The Parish paying to the President 
of the College every year one Pepper com as an acknowledge- 
ment that the fee of the said piece of land still resides in the 
College : These several proposals being upon the Proviso, That 
no stair case be built in the front Porch of sidd house." — 
p. 61. 

" Meeting of President and Fellows of Harvard College in 
Cambridge, Sept. 6, 1756. Whereas, at our last meeting, 
July 27, 1766, we granted to the First Parish in this town, to 
accomodate the new meeting house now about to be builded, 
the use of a certain piece of land belonging to Harvard Col- 
lege, viz. of the Presidents orchard, upon certain conditions 
which conditions not being complyed with that grant became 
null and void. But inasmuch as by a late vote of the com- 
mittee of said Parish, they have determined to set the said new 
meeting house so far back from the old one as that the Parish 
will have the great convenience of meeting for divine worship 
in the old house during the time the new one is in build- 
ing, which situation also of the said new meeting house will 
very much secure it from fire as well as render the appearance 
of it nmch more beautiful ; and inasmuch as upon such situa- 



12 

iion of ssdd meeting house the back of it will come within 
about five feet of the fence on the south side of the President's 
orchard, where it will be absolutely necessary in order to a 
suitable accomodation of the Parish that^tiie^jr should be allowed 
the use of a part of the Presidents orchard behind their saad 
new meeting house, where when they come to attend on divine 
worship they might place their horses, chairs, chaises, &c. 
We, therefore, being willing to make the said situation of the 
new meeting house as convenient as may be ; Do hereby allow 
and grant to the First Parish in Cambridge the free use and 
improvement of a piece of land, of and from the Presidents 
orchard before mentioned, measuring from the angle which that 
fence now on the back side of the old meeting house makes 
with the westernmost fence of the forementioned orchard, the 
length of thiriy and two feet and ten inches, and thence running 
easterly to the length of one hundred and sixteen feet and four 
inches, viz. to the westward fence of the President's back 
yard, which is flush with the eastward end of the east porch 
of the forementioned new meeting house, which piece of land 
shall be improved and enjoyed by the said Parish as long as 
the meeting house now to be builded shall continue to be an 
house of public worship and no longer. The Clerk of said 
Parish paying to the President of Harvard College every year 
upon the first Monday of September one pepper com (if de- 
manded) as an acknowledgement that the fee of the said piece 
of land resides in the College, for which the President of said 
College shall ^ve to the said Clerk (if it be desired) a receipt 
of such acknowledgement by him made. The above grant of 
the use of the aforesaid piece of land being upon these follow- 
ing conditions, viz. First, 

^' That the scholars gallery shall be in the front of the said 
meeting house, and the fore part of said gallery seventeen feet 
on a perpendicular line from the said front, and tiiat they shall 
enjoy all that space of said front gallery contained within the 
mitre Unes drawn from the angles where the fore posts of the 
side gallery meet with the fore post of the front gallery to the 
coper posts of the house, saving what shall be cut off from the 
sai(f mitre lines by a pew at each comer of said house of about 
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seven feet square. Secondly, That the said new meeting 
house shall front southerly down the street, in the manner the 
old one now doth. Thirdly, That the front of the said new 
meeting house be two and a half or three feet behind the back 
side of the old meeting house. Fourthly, That there be a 
liberty for the President of the College to cast into his back 
yard, viz. at the back side of the said new meeting house, 
wood, hay, boards, &c., for his own or the Colleges use as 
there shall be occasion for it." — p. 63. 

Memo. The following attestation of Col. Brattle, the Chair- 
man of the Parish Committee, was written under the original 
minutes of the above vote as upon file, which vide. 

" Cambridge, Sept. 6, 1756. At a meeting, of a committee 
for building a meeting house in the First Parish of said town, 
unanimously voted, that the four preceding conditions be ac- 
cepted by said committee. 

^' Attest, W. Brattle." 

Meeting of President and Fellows of Harvard College, Nov. 
16, 1756. 

" Voted, That tho the front gallery summers of the new meet- 
ing house erected here ought to have been according to our 
vote at our meeting, Sept. 6, 1756, last past, seventeen feet 
from the inside of the front of said house on a perpendicular 
line from the front, but is actually no more than sixteen feet 
seven inches, yet in consideration that the running out so far 
with the said gallery summer, according to our above mentioned 
vote, is considerably displeasing to the People, as also that the 
enlar^g the area or space formed by the several gallery sum- 
mers will add to the Beauty of the house, and inasmuch as we 
think there may be room for six seats on the scholars gallery 
besides the passage way, tho' the said front gallery summer 
shall be carried back one foot, therefore it is now voted that 
we are consenting that the said gallery summer should be re- 
moved one foot toward the front of the house, and that the 
distance of sadd summer from the inside of the front of said 
house be no more than fifteen feet and seven inches." — p. 55. 
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"June 10, 1757. Put to vote whether the Parish would act 
on the first article in the warrant, and it was past in the afibrm- 
ative. Voted, that Dea*^ Henry Prentice, Mr. Abraham 
Watson, and Mr. Edward Mooratt, be a Committee to measure 
the New Meeting house, and to see if the Goolege have not, 
according to the settlement made wiih them by our Committee, 
more than a seventh part of the room in the House, and if 
they have to desire the Corporation to reduce it to that pro- 
portion." — Parish Record. 

" Nov. 14, 1758. Voted, That Edmund Trowbridge, Esq., 
Capt. Eben' Stedman, and Messrs. William Prentice, Noah 
Bowman, and Abraham Watson, Jr., be a committee to con- 
sider and devise what alterations may be made in the new 
meeting house for public worship, either in the galleries or on 
the floor below, for the better accomodation of such as have no 
pews in said house, and to mate report of then- opinion to the 
Inhabitants as soon as conveniently may be." — Parish Record. 

" For nearly sixty years the Tutors and Students occupied the 
front gallery on the Sabbath, and the President and Professors 
pews on the lower floor. They were regarded as a part of the 
congregation, and were expected to contribute to the collec- 
tions taken every week for the support of the clergyman. As 
these contributions were voluntary, the aid obtained from the 
College was found to be so inconsiderable, that in 1760 the 
Corporation passed a vote that the box should not be offered 
(ordinarily) on the Lord's day to the scholars' gallery, but that 
instead they should be taxed towards the support of the ministry, 
in each of their quarterly bills, ninepence lawful money ; the 
amount thus received to be in addition to the salary of Mr. Ap- 
pleton, and to determine, if not before, on the cessation of his 
ministry." — Quincy, Hist. Harvard University, Vol. II. p. 81. 

Dr. Appleton died in February, 1784. After his death the 
money was paid to his successors until the settiement of Rev* 
W. Newell, when it was agreed he should receive it in part pay 
ment of his salary, and that it should be paid into the Parish 
Treasury. 

In November, 1814, the College Chapel was first opened for 



15 

TeligioTis seryiceSy and ii was then enjoined tipon ilie students 
hj the Overseers that they should attend public worship there. 
The followmg June, (3\me 26, 1815,) a oomn^ittee of the 
Parish reported with regard to the future disposition of the 
ioiterest which the College had in ^e nieetii^«^house as fol- 
lows : ^- 

" June 26, 1815. A committee eonsistmg of Samuel Bart- 
lett, William Hilliard, and Joseph Holmes, previously appoint- 
ed, reported that they had conferred with President Kirkland, 
one of the committee appointed by the Coflege for that pur- 
pose, with regard to the future dispoation of the interest which 
the College has in the meeting-house of tiie Parish. It ap- 
pears by the College Records that in the year 1756 the Col- 
lege leased to the First Parish the land on which tiie meeting- 
house w>yr staads, and the land back of the meeting-house to 
the board-fence, and they agreed with said Pari^ to pay one 
seventh/part of the expense of erecting said house, and one 
aevjonith part of the expense of repairs, and to make good all 
damage that shmild be done to said house by tiieir use of it on 
Commencement day, and other public occasions when they 
make use of the same. And the Parish agreed that said 
College should occupy the whole of the front gallery, and one 
pew on the lower floor for the use of the President of the Col- 
lege. It also appears, that one other pew on the lower floor, 
commonly called the Residents' pew, has been for many years 
considered as belonging to the College. And it also appears 
that the College have granted a certain sum annually to be 
paid to the Parish toward the support of the minister of ssdd 
Parish, varying in the amount in different years, the last pay- 
ment amounting to about $ 70 for one year. Tour committee 
have not found any vote on the College Records by which the 
Parish or the College are bound to continue or adhere to the 
last mentioned items. The committee and President Kirk- 
land agreed as follows, viz. That the CoUege should relin- 
quish to tiie Parish the use of the front gallery, reserving the 
right to erect a number of pews for the use of the families of 
the President and Professors, and residents and students, 
^0 may desire to occupy them during the vacations and at 
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other times. The pews to be located in such parts of the gal- 
leries as may be hereafter agreed on by the College and the 
Parish, the pews to be aSont twelve feet in length and of the 
usual width of long pews. The two pews on the lower floor to 
be considered as belonging to the College, as heretofore. That 
the College be entitled to the use of the meeting-house on the 
Commencement days and other public occasions when they 
desire it, they making good any damage that may be done to 
said house on such occasions. That the College be released 
from their obligation to pay one seventh part of the expense of 
repairing the meeting-house, and that the sum paid by the Col- 
lege annually for the support of the minister should be still 
continued to be paid by the College." — Book E. p. 5. 

^^ This report was accepted and the same committee was ap- 
pointed to carry into fiill effect the above agreement, and also 
to proceed in forming any plan or plans as to the future dis- 
posal of the front gallery of the meeting-house as may be for 
the interest and convenience of the Parish, and report their 
proceedings at the next Parish meeting." — Book E. p. 7. 

This committee reported Jan. 11, 1816. The report was 
accepted. Pews were directed to be built in the front gallery, 
and the committee authorized to give deeds of them when 
sold. — Book E. p. 9. 

"April 12, 1824. The easterly line of the Parsonage lot 
was straightened by a line beginning 21 ft. 6 in. west of the 
present line at the southeasterly comer of the Parsonage land, 
and running a straight Une to the rear, meeting the rear of 
Mss Dana's land 37 ft. from the old post where it now stands, 
at the northeasterly comer of the Miss Dana's land, the said 
line to be continued to Harvard Street." — Book E. p. 56. 

March 17, 1830. Rev. W. Newell's salary, if he shall ac- 
cept the invitation to become the minister of the Parish, was 
fixed at $ 1,000 a year, for the first four years, and $ 1,200 a 
year, in equal quarterly payments, provided, first, that he shall 
' by deed release to said Parish all right and claim to the sev- 
eral parcels of real estate whereof the pastor or pastors of 
said Parish have heretofore had the occupation and use ; sec- 
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ondly, {hat lie shall execute any deed or deeds which shall be 
legally necessary to make a good title, if the Parish shall sell 
the whole or any part of said real estate ; thirdly, that the three 
and a half per cent, which he shall receive from the ministerial 
fund of said Parish, and the " Gallery money" ($ 70) from 
the Corporation of Harvard College, shall be received by him 
in part satisfaction of his salary.* — Book E. p. 133. 

Rev. William NewelFs letter of acceptance, dated Boston, 
March 27, 1830. — Book E. p. 144. 

Council met, and Mr. Newell ordained. May 19, 1830. — 
Book E. p. 149. 

Building of the Fifth Meeting-Souse. 

March 28, 1831. " Voted that Abraham Hilliard, Abel 
Whitney, Joseph Holmes, William J. Whipple, Stephen Hig- 
ginson, Asahel Steams, N. J. Wyeth, be a committee to con- 
fer with the President of Harvard University, or with such 
committee as the Corporation thereof shall appoint, relative to 
chan^g *the place for public worship' in said Parish, and 
the erection of a new building therefor ; said first-mentioned 
committee to report to said Parish, at the adjournment of this 
meeting, the information obtained by them on the aforesaid sub- 
ject, in that conference." — Book E. p. 154. 

April 25, 1831. The committee just mentioned reported 
as follows, viz. : — ** On Tuesday, the 19th of April current, the 
committee, pursuant to previous appointment, met the Hon. 
Josiah Quincy, the President of Harvard University, Thomas 
W. Ward, Esq., the Treasurer, and Ebenezer Francis, Esq., 
the committee appointed by the Corporation of said University 
to confer with the committee of the Parish on the subject within 
mentioned. In relation to the conference, your committee 
make the following statement. Previous to the meeting of said 
committee the Corporation had not made the preparation neces- 
sary for the purpose of making definite propossils to the Parish, 
and therefore no such proposals were made. But the commit- 

* The College provides seats at the Episcopal and Orthodox charches, for 
which $90 is paid annaally to the former, and |^60 to the latter; seats are 
also provided in the Baptist church for those students who desire them. 

3 
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tee of the Corporation appeared desirous of uniting with the 
Parish in erecting a building which should be adapted to the 
wishes of the Parish and Corporation, and convenient both for 
public worship and for the exercises of the Uniyersity on public 
days. After many mutual inquiries and some cUscussions be- 
tween the committees, the committee of the Corporation were 
of opinion, that they must make certain inquiries and investigar 
tions, for the purpose of preparing the proposals which they 
are inclined to make to the Parish, as soon as shall be practica- 
ble. In the conversation between the committees, nothing was 
said by either party which was intended or understood to be ob- 
ligatory, and therefore the committee cannot report any thing 
at this time for the consideration of the Parish. The committee 
recommend that a committee of the Parish should be in readi- 
ness to meet that of the Corporation." — Book E. p. 158. 

April 21, 1832. " Voted that the Corporation of Harvard 
College be requested to pay to the Treasurer of this Parish for 
the time being the ' Gallery money,' so called, (being seventy 
dollars per annum,) now due, and which shall hereafter become 
due ; and that the receipt of the Gi^reasurer of said Parish shall 
be a sufficient voucher and discharge to said Corporation for 
any and all sums so paid to the Treasurer of said Parish." — 
Book E, p. 167. 

" The committee appointed by the Parish on the 28th day of 
March, 1831, * to confer with the President of Harvard Uni- 
versity or with such committee as the Corporation shall appoint, 
relative to changing the place for public worship in said Parish 
and the erection of a new building therefor,' present the fol- 
lowing report. 

" To the inhabitants of the First Parish in Cambridge : — The 
Committee appointed by said Parish in and by the annexed 
vote, for the purposes therein mentioned, have made one report 
to said Parish of their having commenced the business for which 
they were appointed ; and said Parish thereupon recommitted 
the subject of that vote to the same committee. Since that 
recommitment, they have spent much time in attending to said 
business, and they now respectfully report to the Parish the 
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result of the treaty which has been contmued between them 
and the committee of the Corporation of Harvard College for 
a long time. 

" Your committee have received frwn the committee of said 
Corporation the written proposals to said Parish which are 
hereto annexed. Those parts of the aforesaid proposals to 
which said Parish and Corporation are the only parties are un- 
derstood by your committee to be the best oflFer which will be 
made to the Parish, and that those parts thereof, if approved, 
must be accepted without any alteration in substance, with the 
singjle exception that the Parish may, if they consider it expe- 
dient, confine the expense of the new meeting-house to tea 
thousand dollars, so far as it respects the Parish, and may de- 
cide, if the expense exceed that sum, that there shall be no 
claim or demand against the Parish, nor on the lot and new 
meeting-house to be conveyed to the Parish, for that excess, or 
any part of it, in any way whatever. 

" The other parts of said proposals relate to the proprietors 
of the pews in the present meeting-house, and to the manner of 
making compensation to them for these pews, if the Parish 
shall take them and sell them to said Corporation. The last- 
mentioned parts of said proposals are between ssdd Parish and 
said proprietors, as the only parties interested, and may be 
modified, altered, or rejected, as the parties shall agree, without 
prejudice to said first-mentioned parts of said proposals. The 
aforesaid proposals have already been communicated to the 
parishioners, and they have, undoubtedly, fully considered and 
understood them, and are prepared to act thereon. Your com- 
mittee, upon the most critical examination of the above pro- 
posals, are unanimous in the opinion that the Parish is therein 
offered a fair and adequate consideration for the Parish proper^ 
ty and the property of said proprietors therein proposed to be 
conveyed by said Parish as therein mentioned, and that the 
acceptance of said proposals by the Parish, subject to such 
alterations thereof as they are at liberty to make as aforesaid, 
is expedient and adapted to promote its best interests and pros- 
perity. 

^^ Abraham Hiluabd, arid the Committee. 

" Carnlyndge, May 9, 1832. , 
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" Which report having been read, it is thereupon 
"Voted, That said report be accepted; and that the pro- 
posals annexed to Said report remain to be considered and acted 
upon under the articles in the warrant subsequent to the second 
article therein. 

" Voted, unanimously, That Asahel Steams, Abraham Bil- 
liard, Andrews Norton, James Hayward, Abel Whitney, Jo- 
seph Hohnes, William Wells, Oliver Hastings, and Sylvanus 
l^lympton, be a committee with full authority to contract with 
any person or persons for the erection of a meeting-house on 
the land now owned by tiie President and Fellows of Harvard 
College, and bounded northerly upon the burial-ground in said 
Parish ; said meeting-house to be built of wood, and not less 
than 86 feet long and 62 feet wide, with a projection in tiie 
rear of at least 36 feet by 12, to contain the same number of 
pews in the gallery and on the ground floor, and in general to 
conform to the plan and specifications of a meeting-house 
drawn and presented by Ashur Benjamin, Esq., and dated 
May, 1831. And whenever an area of land adjoining said 
burying-ground, not less than 100 feet front, and of sufficient 
depth for the use and purposes of the said proposed meeting- 
house, to the satisfaction of said committee of said Parish, 
shall be conveyed by the said President and Fellows to the in- 
habitants of said Parish, in fee simple, with the usual covenants 
and full warranty, and whenever such meeting-house, conform- 
able to the provisions in this vote specified, shall be built there- 
on ; or whenever contracts for building the same conformable 
to said provisions shall be entered into by any person or per- 
sons contracting as aforesaid, (the performance of said con- 
tracts to be collaterally secured by mortgage or sufficient bonds- 
men to the satisfaction of the said committee,) that thereupon 
the said committee be and hereby are invested with full au- 
thority to convey to tiie person or persons so contracting, or to 
whomsoever he or they may appoint, in fee simple, with usual 
covenants and full warranty, the entire lot of land owned by 
said inhabitants of said Parish on which their present meeting- 
house now stands and the land around and adjoining the same, 
80 fax as the right of said inhabitants of said Parish extends, 
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and Uie meeting-house Uiereon, including Uie leasehold rights 
derived by said Parish from the President and Fellows of Har- 
vard College, and also the entire lot of land belon^g to said 
inhabitants, called ^ the parsonage lot ' ; the same to be in fee 
simple, with usual covenants and full warranty, reserving to 
said inhabitants the free and uninterrupted use of the present 
meeting-house until the new meeting-house be built, and also 
their present right of property in the bell, with liberty to remove 
the same within a reasonable time after the completion of said 
new meeting-house. 

" Provided always, and the vote is upon the following condi- 
tions and understanding. 

" 1. That the said land owned by the said President and Fel- 
lows, and the new meeting-house, erected and finished thereon 
as above specified, shall be conveyed, in fee, to said Parish, in 
consideration of the conveyance herein above required to be 
made by said committee of said Parish to the person or per- 
sons contracting as above mentioned, or to whomsoever he or 
they may appoint to receive said conveyance, and free from all 
charge and expense beyond said conveyance. 

" 2. That the President and Fellows of Harvard College shall 
be entitied to the same privileges, and considered Proprietors 
to like extent, in the new meeting-house, as they now enjoy and 
possess in the old, and shall be subject to the same obligations 
in relation to the. payment of * Gallery money,' so called, and 
in other respects, as they are now subject to in the present 
meeting-house. 

^^ 3. That the said meeting-house shall be built by the person 
or persons so contracting under the superintendence of the said 
committee of said Parish and of a committee of said Presi- 
dent and Fellows, to which committee all the contracts for the 
building of the same shall be submitted, and previously to their 
being entered into shall be sanctioned by them ; and who shall 
have authority to make such alterations in the said plan of the 
meeting-house as they shall deem expedient. 

" 4. That the said meeting-house shall cost, exclusive of the 
land, the sum of ten thousand dollars, and if, after paying all 
bills for building the same, it shall be found that the said meet- 
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ing-house shall have cost less than ten thousand dollars, the 
said person or persons so contracting shaU be bound to pay into 
the Treasury of ssdd Parish the difference between such actual 
cost, and the said sum of ten thousand dollars ; but if the ex- 
pense or cost of said new meeting-house shall exceed ten thou- 
sand dollars, that there shall be no claim in any way whatever, 
against said Parish, for the excess beyond that sum, nor any 
claim on the pews, or any of them, in said meeting-house for 
that excess, or any part of it ; but the whole of said excess 
shall be paid exclusively by those who bind themselves as afore- 
said to said Parish to build said meeting-house, without any 
claim to have the same reimbursed or to be indemnified there- 
for in any way whatever. 

" 5. A right of passage-way over the said land, so to be con- 
veyed by said President and Fellows to said Parish in fee sim- 
ple, on which the proposed new meeting-house is to be erected, 
may be reserved to and for the use of said President and Fel- 
lows, to their land, lying in the rear of said meeting-house lot ; 
provided the same be reserved on such terms and with such re- 
strictions as said committee of said Parish shall approve, and 
so that said right of passage-way shall not in any important 
way diminish the value of the land so granted, nor affect the 
use of said land for the purposes of a meeting-house. 

"Voted, unanimously. That Samuel P. P. Fay, Benjamin 
Bigelow, and John Trowbridge be a committee to appraise all 
the pews on the lower floor of the Parish meeting-house in such 
manner, according to their fair and just relative value, that the 
aggregate amount shall make the average sum of forty-five dol- 
lars for each of said pews ; and they shall also appraise the 
pews in the gallery of said house (excepting the eight pews 
belon^g to the College) at their fair value in proportion to 
the prices set upon the pews upon the lower floor. And the 
appraised value of said pews shall be allowed to the proprietors 
thereof, or their assigns, as cash in the purchase of pews in the 
new house." — Book E. pp. 169-175. 

Provision is then made for the choice of three appraisers in 
case of dissent from the decision of those above mentioned. 
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^^ Voted, That when the new meeting-house shall be complet- 
ed, the pews on the bwer floor shall be appraised by the Build- 
ing Committee (unless the Parish shall see fit to appoint a spe- 
cial committee for that purpose) at such prices as shall average 
sixty dollars for each pew ; and the pews in the gallery (except 
those which are set apart for the College) shall also be ap- 
praised by said committee at their just relative value in pro- 
portion to the prices set on the pews below. And said pews 
shall be disposed of by a public bidding for choice, which shall 
not be confined to members of the Parish, the sum so bid being 
added to the appraised value of the pew selected." — Book B. 
p. 176. 

March 16, 1833. " Voted to accept the offer of Messrs. 
Chamberlin and Hastings to sheathe the front and sides of the 
new meeting-house and build a steeple, and that the Building 
Committee be authorized to contract with said Chamberlin and 
Hastings for such sheathing and steeple, agreeably to the terms 
and conditions in a statement relative thereto which has re- 
ceived the signatures of many of the parishioners." — Book E. 
p. 181. 

A committee was appointed to see if the Parish will build 
sheds on the land near the new meeting-house or permit parish- 
ioners to build them, composed of Abraham Hilliard, John 
Davenport, John Chamberlin, Alfred Allen, Joseph Holmes. 

Jan. 8, 1834. "The Parish committee appointed Nov. 30, 
1833, to determine ' what part of the gallery in the new meet- 
ing-house of said Parish shall be assigned to Harvard College, 
as an equivalent for their part of the eastern gallery in the 
old church,' present the following report. 

" The committee report, that, after an interchange of views 
between the President of the College and this committee, they 
have agreed that for the nine pews in the gallery of the old 
house which bad been appropriated to the College, and which 
were somewhat larger than the pews in the new church, the 
College should have the ten following pews, viz. Nos. 25, 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34 in tiie gallery of the 
new house. The President of the College also proposes to the 
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Parish, that the College shall have, for their pew No. 89 on the 
lower floor of the old house, No. 24 in the gallery of the new 
church. The President further proposes, that the College shall 
purchase, at the prices set upon them by the committee ap- 
pointed to sell the pews in the new house, Nos. 21, 22, and 
23 in the gallery, which wiU give them the entire northern 
gallery. The negotiation proposed by the College in the two 
preceding propositions was not within the authority delegated 
to your committee. They are of opinion, however, that these 
propositions are eligible for the Parish, and they respectfully 
recommend their acceptance by the Parish. On the subject of 
the pew for the President of Harvard College, no discretion 
was delegated to this committee, but learning from the Presi- 
dent that the Corporation did not expect, with regard to the 
President's pew, to be placed upon the same footing with other 
proprietors, and besides, that they felt great reluctance to a 
competition with members of the Parish in a public auction, 
and learning, moreover, that when the old house was built, the 
Parish gave the President of the College a choice among the * 
first four pews, this committee, after consulting with the Selling 
Committee, proposed to the President of the College to select 
a pew previous to the sale, which pew the Selling Committee 
agreed to reserve for action thereon by the Parish. The Pres- 
ident selected No. 69, and proposes to pay the Parish the dif- 
ference between the appraised value of that pew and the ap- 
praised value of the President's pew in the old house. And 
to this proposition of the College, the committee respectfully 
recommend to the Parish to accede. Your committee further 
recommend that a committee be appointed and authorized to 
execute on the part of the Parish an indenture showing the 
property and rights which the Corporation of Harvard College 
have in the present church« All which is respectfully submit- 
ted. 

"Jambs Hatward, 

Sidney Willard, \ Committee. 

William Hunnbwbll, 
« January SOi, 1834." 
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" Whereupon it was voted that said report be accepted. 

" Voted, That William J. Whipple, Joseph Holmes, Abel 
Whitney, Sidney Willard, John Chamberlm, James Hayward, 
and Abraham Hilliard be a committee to take such measures 
as may be deemed necessary to notify the Corporation of Har- 
vard College of the doings of the Parish relating to the prop- 
erty of said Corporation in the new church, or for conveying 
the same to said Corporation in such manner as said parties may 
decide." 

^^ The Parish Committee, whose partial report upon the subject 
of the appraisal of the pews in the old meeting-house was pre- 
sented at the last Parish meeting, and to whom the subject was 
recommitted, have now the satisfaction to report : — That the 
committee elected by the Parish as appraisers of the said pews 
have performed the duties of that commission, and have trjms- 
mitted to the Parish Committee a full report of that appraise- 
ment upon the principle laid down in the body of the vote by 
which they were appointed, which report is herewith presented. 
The Parish Committee further report, that the same committee 
who were agreed upon as appraisers of those pews excepted 
from the operation of the former part of the vote in relation to 
that subject, have appraised these last-mentioned pews upon the 
principle proposed by the proviso of ssdd vote, and have trans- 
mitted a report of the same to this committee. This report is 
also herewith presented by 

Jambs Hayward, ^ p • i 
Sidney Willard, } I'aruh 
William Hunnewbll, S ^^^^*^^- 

The meeting-house built in 1756 was torn down in December, 
1833. 

" The committee appointed by a vote of the Parish to consider 
whether the Parish should build sheds on the lot of land lately 
purchased by the Parish as a site for a meeting-house, or per- 
mit the parishioners to erect them on their own lot for their own 
accommodation, have examined and considered the subject com- 
mitted to them and now make this report thereon. 

^^ They are of opinion that the proposed sheds should be erect- 

4 
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ed by the Parish, because they fhink iihat will be most oondu- 
cive to the general convenience of the parishioners, will be most 
satisfactory to them, and most promotive of the interest of the 

Parish It appears to the committee that the 9heds 

should have a pitched roof, should be open in front, without par- 
titions, and of the following dimensions, to wit : the width eigh- 
teen feet, the height belund ten feet, the height of the posts 
in front eleven feet, and eight feet of the length of the shed 
should be allowed to each horse and chaise or carriage, and that 
the top of the front should be boarded so as to leave only ten 
feet of the height open. The cost of twelve such sheds will 
probably be not far from two hundred and eighty-eight dollars. 

This report is respectfully submitted by 

Abraham Hilliard, 
John Davenport, 
John Chamberlin, 
Joseph Holmes, 
Alfred Allen. 
Cambridge, April 19, 1883.** 
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Report of Samuel P. P. Fay, Benj. Bigelow, and John Trow- 
bridge, on the value of the pews in the old meeting-house. — 
Book E. p. 197. 

Report of same committee as arbitrators in case of Abra- 
ham Hilliard, Eliab W. Metcalf, and Sarah Obadboume, — 
Book E. p. 198. 

These reports accepted and ordered to be recorded. 

May 8, 1834. "Voted, That Abraham HiUiard, Joseph 
Holmes, John Chamberlin, Alfred Allen, and John Davenport 
be a committee with authority to erect a shed 96 feet long and 
18 feet wide, of the form and in the situation proposed in the 
report of the same committee this day made and accepted in 
Parish meeting." — Book E. p. 211. 

May 3, 1834. ** The Building Committee to whom was re- 
ferred, at a previous meeting of the Parish, the subject of open^ 
ing a new street on the south side of the Parish church to 
Hancock's Court, and who were authorized to treat with: the 
Corporation of Harvard College for the purchase of the College 
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Idad between the proposed street and the burying-groimd, re- 
port, -— That after several interviews and much discussion be- 
tween liie committee and the representatives of the College, the 
latter have finally offered to lay out a street 80 feet wide, the 
northern boundary of which 6hall be along the north side of the 
{H*edent passage-way to a point opposite the southwest comer 
of th^ church, and 6 feet therefrom ; iiience in a straight lii^ 
to a point on the west line of the Gollege land, and 3 feet from 
the College burying-ground, upon condition tiiat the Parish 
ehall procure the continuance of the street to Hancock's Court, 
shall make the same through the College ground and through 
to said court. And the College propose that the ground on the 
north side of the said new street, now the property of the Col- 
lege, shall be ceded to the Parish for the sum of $ 850. The 
Parish to be at the expense of moving the fences so as to fence 
the College ground <m the south side of said street. The plat 
of ground which will tlius become the property of the Parish 
contains about 3,611 feet. As a frirther condition of the pro* 
posed cession, it is understood &at Hie Parish will erect sheds 
in one line directly in the rear of the centre of the church, and 
that the sheds shall be used for tiie purposes of the College, 
and to accommodate visitants as well as members of the Parish. 
Bespectfrdly submitted. 

" James Hatward, 
Abraham Hilliabd, 
Abel Whitnby, 
Bp order of the BvUding (JornmiUee. 
" Cambridge^ May 3, 1884." 

" Which report is accepted. Whereupon it is voted that 
Abraham Billiard, William J. Whipple, and John Chamberlin 
be a committee with frdl power and authority to purchase for 
said Parish the lot of land first described in this report." 

^ Since the foregoing report was made, by a long treaty it 
has been ascertained for what ptiee toA en what conditions tiM 
Paridi can purchase thie lot of land, belonging to the Corpora^ 
tion of Harviurd College^ adj^^iing the iet of the mw church, 
and extending from that to Mis« Pahne^s inuL If tfie 
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shall make that purchase at the price and on the conditions 
which that Corporation is willing to accept therefor, this com- 
mittee are of opinion that the sheds which said Parish shall 
determine to erect should be such as are mentioned in the fore- 
going report, and should be placed in the rear of said church, 
in a straight line, so that the back of said sheds should be in 
a line with the northwest comer of ssdd lot, to be purchased 
and open to the south, with the fix)nt fifteen feet from the 
street to be laid out. If the above purchase be made, there 
will be room sufficient for fourteen sheds, if the Parish shall 
think it expedient to build that number. This committee fur- 
ther state, that it appears to them that it would be advanta- 
geous to the Parish to make the above-mentioned purchase at 
the price and on the condition proposed ; and that if said pur- 
chase shall be made, and the sheds located as above mentioned, 
they wiU be much more convenient and valuable than they 
could be if built on the lot of said church. All which is re- 
spectfully submitted by 

Abraham Hilliabd, 1 
Joseph Holmes, I ^ 
John Chamberlin, Y"^'^' 
Alfred Allen, j 
« May 2, 1834." 

" The committee appointed by a vote of May 3, 1834, * to 
erect horse sheds 96 feet long and 18 feet wide, of the form 
and in the situation proposed in the report of the same com- 
mittec^this day made and accepted in Parish meeting,' have 
performed the service for which they were appointed, by erect- 
ing a shed, 96 feet long and 18 feet wide, on the new church 
lot of said Parish, in rear of their new church. The commit- 
tee made a contract with Mr. Joseph Holmes, a member of the 
committee, to find materials for said shed, and to erect and 
finish it for three hundred and fifty-eight dollars; which con- 
tract appeared to the committee to be the most advantageous 
one to the Parish which they could make. Said Holmes per- 
formed said contract in a very futhful and workmanlike man- 
ner, perfectly satisfiebctory to the committee, who allowed his 
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account for the aforesaid sum, for finding said materials and 
erecting and finishing said shed, and on the 18th day of 
August last past paid that sum to him, by an order drawn by 
them therefor on the Treasurer of the Parish. 
" This Report is respectfully submitted to the Parish by 

Abraham Hilliard, \ 
John Davenport, > CammiUee. 
John CHAMBSRLiNy ) 
« March, 1835-" 

" The committee to whom was referred the subject of the road 
on the south side of the new church into Hancock's Court, 
have, in pursuance of a vote of the Parish, caused said road to 
be constructed, as recommended in their former Report. 

" The accounts are as follows, viz. : — 
Abiathar Howe's account for gravel, &c. . .0 35.79 

Bryant Sweetman, for labor .... 5.25 

John Belcher, " 7.88 

Joseph Dana, " . . . . 7.50^ 

John W. Mulliken, for lumber and work . . . 33.76 



$ 90.18 

<< The committee think that ssdd road is well made, and they 

understand it is satisfactory to the Selectmen of Cambridge, 

who laid it out as a town road, on condition of its being made 

by the Parish without expense to the town. 

" Respectfully submitted by 

James Hatward, \ 
Abraham Hilliard, > Committee, 
William J. Whipple, ) 
" 4pn7 11, 1835." 

Final Report of the Building Committee. 

^* The committee who were appointed by the Parish, at their 
meeting held on the 12th day of May, 1832, to contract for the 
purchase of a lot of land adjoining the ancient burial-ground in 
the parish, and for the erection of a meeting-house thereon, and 
who were invested by the Parish with full power, when an area 
of land sufficient for that purpose should be obtuned, and a 
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mdeiang-housd bmlt thereon hf the tide of the parish, of % con- 
tract should be made for bmlding such a house, with satisfac* 
tory security for the performance of tiio sertice, to convey to 
the persons so contracting, or their appointee, the old meeting- 
house, with the land under and adjoining the si^e, and the lot 
called the parsonage, ib. exchange for the said land and new 
meeting-house, have nearly executed the important trust com- 
mitted to them, and they now respectfully submit to the t^arish 
the following statement as a report of their proceedings in part, 
viz. : — 

*' Immediately after their appointment, this committee, in con- 
formity to the directions contained in the vote of the Parish by 
TThich they were appointed, entered upon a negotiation with W 
Corporation of Harvard College, and held several conferences 
with the committee of the Corporation, and many more with 
President Quincy on behalf of that committee. And not being 
entirely satisfied with the plan of a meeting-house drawn by 
Mr. Benjamin, this committee procured another to be prepared 
by Mr. Isaiah Rogers, a distinguished architect in Boston. In 
the mean time the negotiation with the committee of the Col- 
lege was continued, and when Mr. Rogers had completed his 
plan, it was submitted to them. They being desirous that the 
house should be of larger dimensions than the first plan of Mr* 
Rogers, and that some other alterations should be made in it, a 
second and third plan was procured from him by President 
Quincy, the last of which, with some dight changes, has been 
adopted. 

<< When this committee was appointed, they had entertained 
a hope of being able to build with rough stone. They accord- 
ingly made inquiries and procured estimates of the cost of 
building with that material, but were soon obliged to relinquish 
that plan on account of the expense, and concluded to build 
with wood, as being in their opinion, both in appearance and 
comfort, decidedly preferable to brick. 

^^ The negotiation with the committee appointed on the part of 
the College was finally brought to a conclusion on the 12th 
day of I>ecember, 1832, by a ^ntract embracing the fbUow- 
ing stipulations, viz. : — 
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^^ Isi That the FroEddent mi Fellows should oonyey to this 
Parish a lot of land, acyoining ssdd burial-grouud) one hundred 
and five feet in breadth, and averaging one hundred and sixty- 
six feet and six inches in length, with all the buildings thereon, 
and cause a meeting-house of wood to be erected on the same 
for the Parish by the let day of October, 1833, coirformable to 
the last plan and the specifications of Mr* Bogers, but without 
a steeple, the house to be covered with cla^^oards, instead of 
sheathing, and to cost not less than % 11,900. 

" 2d. That the Parish, by way of payment or exchange for 
the ssdd land and meeting-house, should convey to the President 
and Fellows their old meetmg-house, reserving the bell and 
clock, with their land under and adjoining the same, and relin- 
quish all their leasehold rights derived from the College ; and 
that they should also convey to the said Corporation the entire 
lot of land, with the buildings thereon, called the ^ Parsonage 
Lot.^ The conveyances on both sides were to be with the 
usual covenant and full warranty ; and the College to have the 
same privileges and to be considered proprietor to the same ex- 
tent in the new meeting-house as they had enjoyed in the old 
one, and to be subject to the same obligations in relation to the 
gallery money so called, and in all other respects, as they were 
subject to heretofore. 

^' This contract was soon after carried into effect by the Cor- 
poration and this committee, by the mutual conveyances of the 
lands in question, and a bond with satisfactory sureties for the 
building and completing the nieeting-house. 

^^ As it is understood by President Quincy that many of the 
parishioners were desirous that a steeple should be added to 
the house, the proposals from the College were accompanied by 
his personal engagement to contribute ^ 100 towards the ex- 
pense of a steeple, if the Parish should detennine to have one. 
And Messrs* Chamberlin and Hastings, the contraotors for 
buildmg the house, offered to erect a steeple and to sheathe the 
tower, front, and two sides of the house, instead of clapboard- 
ing, for $ 750, in addition to the $ 100 to be contributed by 
President Quincy. 

^^ These propositions the e<nnnuttee submitted to the mem- 
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bers and voters of the Parish, and a veiy large majority being 
in favor of accepting them, (upon the representation of the 
committee, that, in their opinion, the old buildings on the land 
purchased would defray one half of the expense of the steeple 
and sheathing,) the committee felt authorized to accept the 
offer of Messrs. Chamberlin and Hastings. And they are 
happy to be able to state that the sale of the old buildings pro- 
duced $ 362.76, bemg only about $ 12 less than half the 
expense of the steeple and sheathing, though they did not sell 
so well as had been expected. 

^^ After the building of the meeting-house was commenced, it 
was suggested to this committee that it would be for the inter- 
est of the Parish to have the steeple and gutter covered with 
sheet zinc, to avoid the great expense of future repairs. Upon 
this representation the committee consulted some of the most 
experienced builders in Boston, who strongly recommended the 
use of the zinc for the steeple and gutters ; the committee, pur- 
suant to their advice, concluded to incur that charge. 

" In consequence of a similar representation of the great ad- 
vantage in regard to durability, as well as appearance, to be de- 
rived &om sanding the outside pamting, the committee (after 
obtaining all the information in their power by investigation and 
inquiry) were led to believe the suggestion important and well- 
founded. They have accordingly incurred a pretty large ex- 
penditure in having the two last coats of paint on the lower 
front and sides of the house, and the last on the west end, very 
faithfully and thoroughly sanded. And it is the opinion of 
competent judges, as well as of the committee, that the part of 
the house which has been twice sanded will not require to be 
painted again for forty or fifty years. 

^^ It having been represented to this committee, as the general 
expectation and wish of the parishioners, that a new bell, much 
larger than the old one, should be provided for the new house, 
they concluded to assume the responsibility of doing what was 
not expressly included in their commission and procure a suit- 
able bell, and, after making such inquiries as they deemed ne- 
cessary, they concluded a contract with Holbrook & Co., pro- 
prietors of the foundery at Medway, for a bell of the weight of 
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two thousand pounds, for which the old bell was to be received 
in exchange, pound for pound, and the balance to be paid for in 
cash at twenty-seven cents per pound. An offer was after- 
wards made on behalf of Holbrook & Co., that if the parish 
would consent to have the weight of the bell increased to three 
thousand pounds, a deduction should be made from the price 
above mentioned of $ 100. As it appeared to be the desu-e of 
a large majority of tiie Parish that this offer respecting the bell 
should be accepted, the committee felt it to be their duty to 
complete the building accordingly ; and a bell weighing 2,888 
pounds has been placed in the tower of the new church, which 
is considered by competent judges one of the best in this vi- 
cinity, and with which the committee think the Parish will have 
great cause to be satisfied. 

^^The Parish having authorized this committee, by a vote 
passed April 20th, 1833, to make provision for warming the 
meeting-house in such manner as they should deem expedient, 
they have taken great pains to ascertam the safest, most effec- 
tive, and most economical method of effecting that important 
object, and their inquiries have resulted in the conviction that 
sheet-iron stoves, lined with soapstone, and adapted to the 
burning of hard (anthracite) coal are the safest and best ar- 
rangements for warming large buildings that have been intro- 
duced. The committee have accordingly procured two such 
stoves, which are placed in niches of brick-work, with pipes 
leading through the length of the building, which they believe 
will prove suflScient for the purpose for which they were pro- 
cured. 

'' The opinion of Mr. Rogers, the architect, being opposed to 
the placing a vane at the top of the steeple, the committee 
determined at first not to have one. But finding afterwards 
that many parishioners and some of the gentiemen connected 
with the College were very desirous that a vane should be set 
up, the committee consented to defray half of the expense, 
President Quincy agreeing to be answerable for the residue. 
A vane has been accordingly provided and put up at an ex- 
pense of about seventy dollars, or $ 35 to the Parish, 

^^The committee have also thought it necessary to bestow 
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some extra expense on the interior of the house, in making a 
few improvements upon the original plan and specifications ; 
the principal parts of which are the stucco ornament in the 
centre of the ceiling, the oak painting on the &ont of the gal- 
leries, and the pamting of the inside of the pews on the ground 
floor. These charges the committee hope and believe the 
Parish will consider to be improvements which justify the ex- 
penditure. 

'' It has also been necessary for the committee to incur con- 
dderable charge in filling up and levelling in firont and on the 
sides of the house, removing two elm-trees a short distance, al- 
tering the wall of the buriial-ground, and making convenient 
approaches to the principal doors. And as they regarded this 
subject as important, not only in reference to the appearance of 
the church, but to the comfort and convenience of aU those 
who attend on public worship, they considered it for the interest 
of the Parish to have it done in a substantial and durable man- 
ner, and it is nearly completed. 

^^ An engagement was made some time ago with Mr. Hancock, 
an upholsterer in Boston, to put up the drapery and dressing of 
the pulpit, which was to have been completed some days since, 
and the committee have no doubt it wiU be finished so soon as 
not to delay the dedication of the house or the disposal of the 
pews at such time as the Parish may think proper to appoint. 

" As few of the bills for the expenditures mentioned in this 
report have come to the hands of the committee, they are 
obliged to defer the statement of those particulars until they 
shall present their further and final report, which will be pre- 
pared and presented at an early day. 

^^ In concluding this communication, the committee would not 
do justice to their own feelings if they omitted to notice with 
the highest respect the liberality of the ladies of the Parish, 
who, with their characteristic promptness to aid in every im- 
provement, have provided elegant carpets for covering the 
aisles of the church. And the committee trust that this desir- 
able addition to the comfort and beauty of the place of their 
public devotions will continue to make it a cherished object of 
the respect and attachment of the Parish. 

" AsAHBL Stearns, far the Committee J^ 



S5 

AdcKtioncd Mepori. 

'' In compliance with the request of the Parish, the BuilcGng 
Committee submit the following as their farther report. 

" Since the preceding statement was presented, the several 
portions of the work which were then in progress have been 
completed, in a manner the committee hope will be satis&ctory 
to the Parish. 

^ The dedication of the meeting-house as a place of public 
Christian worship (hr which this committee were instructed to 
make arrangements) took place on Thursday, December 12th, 
1838. Of the interesting and appropriate services of the oc- 
casion it is not necessary that the committee shoidd speak, as 
fhey were witnessed by almost all the inhabitants of the Parish, 
with great satisfsMstion. 

^ The bills for expenses incurred for materials and work on 
the meeting-house, under the direction of this committee, (with 
the exception of the bill of Mr. Rogers, the architect, and a 
small claim of Messrs. Chamberim and Hastings hv extra 
work upon the house,) have been examined and allowed by the 
committee, after making such corrections and deductions as a 
just regard to the interest of the Parish required. 

^ The following is a statement of the bills which have been 
settied and allowed by the committee, and for which they have 
drawn orders upon the Parish Treasurer ; all which ordersg 
with one excepidon, they believe have been paid, viz. : — 

For building the steeple, besides the sum of $ 100 
paid by President Quincy, . . . . ^ 600.00 

For sheathmg the front, sides, and tower of the house, 250.00 

For the bell, carriage, &c., besides the value of the 
old bell, 498.0T 

For zmc and nails to sheathe the steeple and gut- 
ters, &c.^ 181.84 

For painting and sanding the outside of tiie house, 
the tower, and steeple, 415.42 

For painting and varnishing the gallery, pews, &c., 124.25 

For stoves,, funnel, chains, &c., . • . • 105.97 

Amount earried ferward, 1 2,075.05 
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Amount brought forward, $ 2,075.05 

For four large funnel stones, .... 11.00 

For zinc to put down at the stoves, .... 3.31 
For the vane, one half of the expense of which is to 

be borne by the College, 71.80 

For gilding and sanding the finial, the expense of 

Riding to be paid by the College, . . • 17.60 

For bricks for the pavement, .... 136.25 

For edge-stones and stone posts for the same, . . 132.50 
Henry Lamson's bill for work and materials, building 

chimneys, and laying pavements, &c., . . 73.77 

For an electric conductor, &c., .... 53.60 

For carpet for pulpit, making it, &c., . . . 12.00 

For metallic numbers for the pews, • . . 14.45 

For 114 loads of gravel, 27.36 

For stone to alter the wall of the burial-ground, . 3.50 
Leonard Lyon's bill for scouring aisles and pews, 

and services at dedication, .... 27.65 

Jonathan Hyde's bill for labor, .... 29.37 

Joseph Dana's bill for labor, .... 8.75 
For drapery for the pulpit, covering the desk with 

plush, curtsan to protect the pulpit, . . . 217.85 

Making in the whole, $ 2,915.81 

Deduct proceeds of the old buildings, . . . 362.76 

Making the expenditure beyond the value of the old 
buildings and bell, $ 2,553.05 

• 

^^ When the committee consented to accept the house from 
the President and Fellows of the College as a performance of 
their contract, that Messrs. Chamberlin and Hastings might 
receive their pay for building it, those gentlemen made an en- 
gagement to complete every thing not then finished, to the sat- 
isfaction of the committee, and conformable to their contract 
with the College. It was afterwards unexpectedly found that 
the roof and tower of the meeting-house leaked in several pla- 
ces. The inclemency of the season has prevented the necessa- 
ry repairs being made. But Messrs. Chamberlin and Hastings 
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hold themselves answerable for those defects, and engage to 
do whatever may be necessary to remedy them as soon as the 
season will permit. 

^^ At the last meeting of the Parish, this committee was di- 
rected to negotiate with the Corporation of the College for a 
small piece of land at the west end of the meeting-house for 
the purpose of erecting horse-sheds thereon for the accommoda- 
tion of the members of the Parish. And the Committee have 
done what was in their power in performance of the duty as- 
signed them. But several circumstances have prevented their 
brin^g the negotiations to a conclusion ; though they think 
there is great reason to believe it may be brought to a favora- 
ble issue before the opening of the spring. 

^^ The committee have only to add, that, considering the value 
of their new meeting-house too great to be left at the risk of 
the Parish, they have thought it their duty to procure insur- 
ance on it for the sum of $ 10,000 for one year from the 8th 
of October last, for which they paid a premium of $ 45. 
" All which is respectfully submitted. 

" AsAHBL Stbaens, fw the CommiUee. 

" February 15eA, 1834.'* 

Note. — The value of the land sold to Harvard College may 
be estimated as follows : — 

Square Feet. 

Parsonage lot, 4^ acres, = 186,130 

Meeting-house lot, xVir acres, = 12,700 



Total, 197,830 

Deduct for lot on which new meeting-house now stands, 17,483 

Balance, 180,347 

Amount paid by College for new meeting-house, % 12,500. 
12,500-^180,347 = 6.93 cents per square foot 

Voted to procure window blinds. — Book E. p. 217. 

^^ The committee on the subject of a house for the Sunday 
School for the Parish, present the following 
^^ Report. That a building 40 feet in length and 30 feet in 
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width will probably ^ve all requisite aceommodation to the 
Sunday School. The committee recommend that the building 
be placed on or near the northwest comer of the Parish lot, 
next iihe principal burying-ground, that it be a one-story 
building, with 12-feet posts, with windows of the size of those 
in the schoot-house near the Common, with a small porch for 
an entry, the whole to be finished in the most simple manner* 

^^ The committee have procured an estimate oi the cost of 

erecting such a building as is here proposed, which estimate 

gjives the whole expense of erecting and finishing the building, 

including painting of the same, at about seven hundred dollars. 

^^ All which is respectfully submitted. 

James Hatwabd, 
i " May 3, 1834. Sidney Wellabd, 

t)LivER Hastings. 

" Which report is read and accepted, and it is * voted, that 
the committee making said report be authorized to carry the 
same into efiect." — Book E. p. 218. 

Voted, That the committee for building the new church 
take such measures as shall be deemed necessary to prevent 
leaks in the meeting-house. April 11, 1835. — Book E. p. 233. 

" Whereas a large and valuable clock has been purchased 
of Simon Willard and placed in the tower of the new church of 
said Parish by a voluntary subscription of sundry individuals, 
and by the sum of five hundred dollars subscribed therefor by 
the President and Fellows of Harvard College, on the follow- 
ing conditions, to wit : — 

^^ First, That said clock shall be under the special care and 
direction of said President and Fellows, or the persons they 
may appoint to take care of the same. 

'' Second, That said President and Fellows shaQ at all times 
keep said clock hi good order and repair at their sole expense. 

" Third, That for the purpose of taking care of, regulating, 
and repairing said clock, said Corporation, or any persons em- 
ployed by them for that purpose, shall always have free access 
into said tower to ssdd clock, and the exclusive right to the 
eare and superintendence of the room contaimng said elock 
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a&d its appendages. {Therefore, Voted, Tbat said Parish do 
hereby aecept said cloek from said subscribers on the conditions 
aforesaid; to which conditions they hereby agree with said 
President and Fellows. Also Voted, That an attested copy of 
the above TOte shall be delirered by the Clerk of said Parish 
to said President and Fellows, when he shall have received 
from them ikeir vote predicai)ed on Uie above conditions and 
e2q>res8ing their agreement to the same.'' — Book £. p. 238. 

" At a meeting of the President and Fellows of Harvard Col- 
lege held on the 17th day of October, 1835, was passed the 
following. 

" Voted, That this board do accede to the care of said clock, 
and accept the care and superintendence thereof on the condi- 
tions above specified. A true copy from the records, 

" Attest, F. C. Gray, Secretary.^* 

— Book E. p. 241. 

In 1837 a radical change was commenced in the mode of col- 
lecting the means of defraying the Parish expenses and in sup- 
porting the clergyman. As this change is not yet completed, 
it will be well to look at the causes which are brin^g it about. 

At the formation of the Constitution of Massachusetts by del- 
egates assembled in tiie meeting-house of this Parish, Septem- 
ber, 1779, and which Constitution went into operation in the fol- 
lowing March, every subject was required to pay a certain tax 
to the territorial Parish in which he resided, to provide for the 
^^ institution of the public worship of God, and for the support 
and maintenance of public Protestant teachers of piety, religion, 
and morality in all cases where such provision sli^ not be 
made voluntarily." Tins tax was levied in the same manner 
as taxes for other purposes are levied, i. e. upon the property 
real and personal. In order, however, that the subject might 
select the particular religious society to which he would pay 
his tax, it was allowed tiiat the treasurer of that society should 
draw from the Parish treasury the amount of the tax and ap- 
j»ropriate it to the proper purposes of his society. All the pews 
in the meeting-house built in 1833 were sdd, and transferred 
in ike same manner as real estate, reserving only to the Parish 
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the right of preemption, and the waiver of which right was^ 
when so waived, indorsed upon the deed before the transfer 
could be considered as valid. On the 11th of November, 1833, 
the 11th Article of the Amendments of the tlonstitution went 
into effect. This amendment declared that '^ all persons belong- 
ing to any reli^ous society shall be taken and held to be mem- 
bers until they shall file with the clerk of such society a wriir 
ten notice, declaring the dissolution of their membership, and 
thenceforth shall not be liable for any grant or contract which 
may be thereafter made or entered into by such society." By 
the Revised Statutes of 1835 it was declared, that " no person 
shall hereafter be made a member of any parish or reli^ous 
society, without his consent in writing." Under these laws, 
those persons who wished to join other societies filed their cer- 
tificate of dissolution of membership, and were no longer sub- 
ject to taxation by the Parish. It also soon became obvious, 
that any pew-owner might cease to be liable for taxation, and 
still retain the right to his pew and to the use of it, by filing his 
certificate as above mentioned. The first recorded instances of 
such dissolution occurred in April, 1837, and are recorded in 
Parish Records, Book E. p. 253. After this time, certificates 
of dissolution. were rapidly filed, until the taxes upon the estates 
of those who remained members became so burdensome, that it 
was absolutely necessary that some active measures should be 
taken. April 23, 1842, William G. Steams, Esq., and others, 
were appointed a committee " to see if the Parish will apply 
to the Le^lature, by petition, for authoriiy to tax the pews in 
the meeting-house of said Parish." The report of this commit- 
tee was read, and ordered to be laid on the table. The following 
year, an attempt was made to raise $ 900 by voluntary subscrip- 
tion for defraying the expenses of the Parish, and a committee 
appointed, composed of the Parish Committee and William L. 
Whitney and William Read, to wait on pew-holders and to see 
what arrangement they could make, if any, in relation to tax- 
ing the pews. (Book F. p. 4.) Application had already been 
made, in pursuance of the vote mentioned above, to the Leg- 
islature for leave to tax the pews. A hearing was granted 
before a committee of the Le^lature, the matter inquired 
into, and leave given to the Parish to withdraw. 
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The Parisli thus failing in obtaining firom the Le^Iature pow- 
er to tax their pews, devised the plan which is described in the 
following report. 

** Whereas, at the annual meeting of the First Parish held by 
adjournment on the 13th day of May, A. D. 1843, William G. 
Steams, Oliver Hastings, and Sylvanus Plympton were ap- 
pointed a committee to consider the subject of taxing the pews 
in the meeting-house of said Parish, with authority to act as 
they think best : And whereas the said committee think best 
that the said Parish should receive conveyances of the pews in 
said meeting-house, other than those now owned by the Parish 
or held by the President and Fellows of Harvard College, and 
should reconvey the same to the present owners thereof, by 
deeds which shall reserve the said Parish the right to tax said 
pews and to enforce the payment of such tax by a sale of the 
pews in cases of delinquencies, and thereby relieve the meta- 
bers of said Parish from a part of the tax now annually assessed 
upon their property, and should ^ve to all pew-owners whose 
pews are taxed, a right to vote in assessment of all taxes on 
pews, whether such owners are members of the Parish or not : 

" Now know all men by these presents, that the parties hereto, 
being owners of pews in said meeting-house, in consideration of 
the premises and of one dollar to each of them paid by the said 
First Parish in Cambridge, the receipt whereof is hereby ac- 
knowledged, and for other valuable considerations, do for them- 
selves respectively, and for their respective heirs, executors, 
and administrators, covenant and agree to and with the said 
First Parish in Cambridge and their successors, and each of the 
parties hereto does hereby covenant and agree to and with the 
other parties hereto, their heirs, executors, and administrators, 
and assigns, that they will respectively, and their respective 
heirs shall, when thereto requested by or on behalf of said Par- 
ish, execute, acknowledge, and deliver good and sufficient 
deeds to the said Parish of the respective pews owned by them 
in said meeting-house which are specified after respective 
names. Provided, however, that the covenant' and agreement 
herein contidned shall be of no effect against the parties hereto, 

6 
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unless the said First Pari£b in Cambridge shall on their part 
do, execute, and perform all the deeds, matters, and things 
hereinafter declared, and within the time hereinafter speci- 
fied, viz. : — 

^^ I. Immediately on the delivery to the Parish, or to any 
agent or committee authorized to receive the same, of a deed 
of any pew or pews in said meeting-house by any parties to this 
agreement, the said Parish shall deliver to such party a new 
deed of such pew or pews, which new deed shall contain, in 
addition to the condition contcdned in tiie original deeds by 
which the pews in the said meeting-house were conveyed to the 
first purchasers thereof, conditions or provisions to the follow- 
ing effect, viz. : 

'^ 1st. That said Parish shall have a right to assess annually 
on such pew, for the support of public worship and other paro- 
chial chaarges, a tax not exceeding in amount an average of 
$ 20 on each pew in the said meeting-house (other than those 
owned by the Parish or held by the President and Fellows of 
Harvard College), which tax shall be assessed under the ap- 
praisement of said pews made in the year 1833. 

" 2d. That if the owner of said pew shall neglect to pay the 
tax assessed thereon for the space of sixty days after the same 
shall be due, the Treasurer of the Parish shall advertise the 
pew of the delinquent for sale for the space of thirty days at 
least, by posting in the meetmg-house a notice of the time and 
place of sale ; and if all arrears shall not then have been paid, 
he shall sell the same to the highest bidder at public auction, 
and after deducting all sums due, with costs of sale and charges 
of conveyance, shall pay over the balance of the price, if any, 
to the owner of ssdd pew. 

^' 3d. That no pew-tax shall be assessed until iJie major part 
of the pews in said meeting-house (other than those owned by 
the Parish, or held by the President and Fellows of Harvard 
College) shall have become subject to such tax. 

" 4th. That the owner or owners of each taxable pew shall 
have therefor one vote, and no more, in the assessment of all 
taxes on pews,. whether such owner or owners be members of 
the Parish or not. 
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^ IL The said Parish shall hj a rote at a legal Parkh^mee^ 
ing aocept this instrument, with all the eonditioiis and provift- 
ions herein contained, oa or before the 1st day of Jnly next. 

^^ Signed, sealed, and delivered, on this the 25ik day of De- 
cember, in ike year eighteen hundred and forty-three. 

" April 12, 1844. Voted that the articles of agreement bear- 
ing date 26th of December, 1843, executed by sundry owners 
of pews in the meeting4iouse of the Parish, and the conditions 
and premises therein contained, be accepted by this Parish. 

^^ The committee recommend for the adoption of the Parish 
the following vote. 

" For the Committee, 

''April 12, 1844. W. G. Stbabns. 

" Voted, That the articles of agreement bearing date the 
25th of December, 1843, executed by sundry owners of pews in 
the meeting-house of this Parish, and the conditions and prem- 
ises therein contained, be accepted by this Parish. 

" Voted, That the sidd articles of agreement be recorded at 
length on the records of this Parish. 

" Voted, That William G. Steams, Oliver Hastings, and 
Omen S. Keith be a committee to receive deeds to the Parish 
of any and all pews in the meeting-house of said Parish, and in 
the name of the Parish to sign, seal, and acknowledge and de- 
liver deeds of reconveyances of said pews to the several owners 
thereof, which deeds shall conform in substance to the provisions 
contained in the said articles of agreement 

" John Owen, R. Morse, W. M. Allwi, C. R. Metcalf, and 
A. S. Gottrell were appointed a committee to obtain subscrip- 
tions for de&aying Parish expenses, of those who had signed the 
articles of agreement. 

" Voted, That all deeds whereby this Parish shaJl convey pews 
in their meeting-house shall contain a provision authoriring the 
Parish to assess taxes thereon for the support of public worship 
and other parochial charges^ and to sdl such pews in all cases 
of default in payment of any such tax." — F. p. 20. 

No taxes have, since the contribution for parochial pmrposes 
was proposed, been levied upon the estates of the members 
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of the Parish. May 3, 1844, it was reported that certain 
pews had been submitted to taxation, and it was voted that a 
tax of sixteen per cent, be levied upon the original appraisal of 
such pews, and that bills be sent to all other persons occupying 
pews, and not subject to taxation, these bills being made out 
upon the same basis of sixteen per cent. 

May 24, 1844. It was reported that a majority of the pews 
had been subjected to taxation, that they had been conveyed 
to the Parish and by the Parish reconveyed by deeds reserving 
the right to tax, either to the origmal owners thereof, or to 
purchasers from the original owners ; and that the number of 
pews now legally liable to taxation is fifly-one and five sixths 
out of the whole number of one hundred and one. 

April 19, 1845. A committee composed of W. G. Steams, 
Esq., A. Hilliard, Esq., and Mr. E. A. Chapman, on the author- 
ity of the Parish to assess a tax upon each pew in the meeting- 
house, reported, " The committee can find no authority in the 
Constitution or laws of this Commonwealth for assessing a tax 
on the pews in the meeting-house of said Parish separate fi:om 
the other property of the owners, even for the purpose of pay- 
ing for the necessary repairs, except by the express consent of 
the owners of such pews." — F. p. 27. 

Memorial of the First Parish in Cambridge to Harvard Coir 
lege J for pecuniary aid in repairing Parish Buildings. 

To the President and Fellows of Harvard University : — 

Gentiemen, — In view of the connection which has so long 
and so happily existed between Harvard College and the First 
Parish in Cambridge, as borne on the records of both, and to 
continue, we trust, unbroken for ever^ the undersigned Parish 
Committee, specially instructed by the Parish, April 11th, 
1846, would respectfully present to your consideration the fol- 
lowing statement and petition. 

The connection alluded to has been, from its commence- 
ment, one of reciprocal liberality, not greatly difiering in meas- 
ure, now on this side, now on that. There is b, feeling^ howev- 
er, which, if not generally prevalent, is yet strong in many per- 
sons in and out of the Parish, and sometimes strongly expressed 
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as an opinion, and frequentlj urged as such upon the under- 
signed to be stated to you ; namely, in the contracts touching 
the privileges to be enjoyed in the old, and afterward in the 
new Parish meeting-house, by the College, — contracts sever- 
ally made with the late President Kirkland and President 
Quincy, — that, possessed as both those gentlemen were of all 
the facts in the case, more would willingly and readily have 
been granted to the Parish as a quid pro quo than was asked 
for it by the then Parish Committee ; and that therefore the 
College would be prompt on any proper opportunity to contrib- 
ute to the Parish in its necessity, and thereby shield the said 
committee from the obloquy of having loved the College too 
well by giving to the Parish a peguniary proof that the College 
ought not to have been loved less. The value of this feeling 
or opinion can easily be tested by consulting the Parish rec- 
ords. Books E and F, to which reference is respectfully made. 

On the assumption of its serious importance it becomes the 
duty of the undersigned only to point out to the College the 
present Parish necessity in order to secure to it, as they trust, 
the College aid. 

What, then, is the present necessity of the Parish ? It is 
that of putting in good repair the buildings of the Parish, which 
are fast becoming in appearance neither creditable to the First 
Parish, in itself considered, nor in its connection with Harvard 
University. They are deteriorating in a ratio more than ordi- 
narily rapid, owing to the double use made of them ; i. e. their 
use by two very numerous bodies. The use every Sabbath 
and in vacations, by the College and Parish in conjunction, in- 
jurious as it must obviously be, has yet been judged far less so 
to the meeting-house, its pews, carpets, cushions, &c., than that 
of the four public days alone, which were conceded to the Col- 
lege; for on these occasions the meeting-house is densely 
crowded, and groups of persons are often seen standing and 
trampling where it is allowable only to sit ; and when such days 
are showery, or, as in the last memorable instance, the proces- 
sion walk through mud into the meeting-house, all calculation 
fails accurately to estimate the detriment ; yet, could it be thus 
ascertained, this, it should be observed, is precisely one of those 
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other than ordinary cases for which the College, we appre* 
hend, would doubtless judge itself responsible. But, not to 
press this point, we proceed to say that new carpets on the 
aisles have now become absolutely necessary, — the old ones 
being worn so thin as to make it hazardous to sweep them 
hard, although filled with dust, and impracticable to have them 
taken up and shaken without the certainty of their coming to 
pieces. Suitable blinds have long been needed on the north 
side of the meeting-house to prevent a painful glare of light, 
much complained of by those who occupy the opposite seats 
above and below. 

The little anteroom for the minister, near the pulpit, re- 
mains entirely without conveniences of any kind, and needs 
furnishing. It would seem that our reverend pastor's forbear* 
ance and his self-denial of all personal comfort from this source 
whenever he came to officiate hitherto, ought no longer, both 
on his own account and that of his clerical brethren who ex- 
change with him, to go unregarded; nor would the reward of 
such self-denial have been so long delayed but for a misappre- 
hension of its amount of expense and the inability of the Parish 
to add this minor requirement to its list of formidable repairs, 
some of which are these, viz. : — The main posts of the tower are 
decaying by reason of leaks, and these, together with new sheath- 
ing the steeple, and much work to be done on the bell-deck, are 
evidently matters of great cost. Besides these, the whole meet- 
ing-house wants whitewashing within, and that and the other 
buildings a double coat of paint without. 

The above repairs for the most part are obviously not only 
important to be made in the coming spring, but indispensable ; 
and the Parish the present year has expressed its anxiety to 

meeting-house, &c., to the discretion of the Parish Committee, 
whom by a contemporary vote it instructed to apply for assist- 
ance in this onerous work to your honorable board. 

The estimates have at length been made, and the sum of 
% 1,200 voted as requi^te. But it is always an easier thing 
to estimate expenses than to defray them. The underdgned 
have therefore deemed it prudent and safe to do no more than^ 
during the present year, can be paid for independently, viz : — 
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1. To coyer with n iiu)iildmg the half-mch tnracks in ike floor 
at the sides of the several aisles, thus excluding much cold, 
and rendering them decent to the eye. 

2. To have conduits of warm air from the furnace to the 
stdo-msles north and south, a thing long desired. 

3. To secure the ceiling to the under part of the roof by 
wooden ties, to iron-hind some of the main beams, and to lay 
a rou^ QoGf over said ceiling, for the purpose of getting safely 
at the funnel chimneys in the roof, so as to fix and keep them 
in order. 

Blinds for the northern windows in the College gallery are 
beyond our present means, but something of tibe kind is so 
much wanted that the Committee intend, if possible, to have 
curtains instead. 

The shed and vestry also need some repair. In conclusion, 
it is proper to show why the Parish finances are inadequate to 
the above expenditures. 

The taxes are assessed upon such pew-owners as have sur- 
rendered their deeds and taken new ones firom the Parish. 
Many owners are still unwilling to submit to this wise and equal 
regulation, nor can they be compelled. Some are voluntary 
payers, and others will not sell their pews to the Parish at first 
cost, as they are assured they may, but keep them, occupy 
them with their families, and derive all the benefits of an asso- 
ciation for public worship, while they shamelessly contribute 
nothing towards it, thus throng all the burden upon their 
neighbors, who have commendably ofiered themselves to be 
taxed. 

Again, some pews are owned by ^e chui»ch, and some 
others by the Parish, from which no incomie accrues, being un- 
sold or not leased. 

It seems odd to strangers that a sufiicient income cannot be 
produced from the pews of so large a place of worship, since 
they erroneously imagine them aU to belong to the Parish and 
church, whereas the entire northern gallery, of fourteen pews, 
belongs to the College, with the President's pew on the lower 
floor, — ori^al value of the latter, $ 100, — for both which, 
and the privilege of three or four public days in every y^ar, 
the Parish receive of the College $ 70 per annum. 
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It has been the misfortone of the First Parisli to faave its 
costly bell broken by the Town (otherwise City) of Cam- 
bridge, in three or four consecutiye years, and to pay therefor 
a heavy sum in each, over the award for damages. It is doubt- 
ful if even a partial satisfaction will be made by the City for 
the bell last broken. Moreover, the Parish is in debt about 
four thousand dollars, which, in the course of a few years, it 
hopes to be able to pay by instalments, if its affidrs are well 
managed, and the efficient aid now solicited shall be accorded 
to it. 

The undersigned are not at all disposed to listen to some 
who would fam persuade them to advert to what such persons 
denominate ^'claims arising out of the old contracts." It 
may, however, be well worth considering, that, to meeting- 
houses and other Parish buildings in like condition with ours, 
extraordinary damage is often done in the usual progress of 
" wear and tear," which yet does not strikingly present itself 
at once in the extraordinary form, and is often greater and 
more grievous than in some visibly violent one. The under- 
signed, your petitioners, solicit the attention of the College 
government to this fact ; also to the number and value of 
the privileges long ago wisely secured by the College in the 
Parish premises ; also to the fact that these cannot fail to be 
injuriously affected by neglect of the buildings in which they 
are enjoyed ; also to the likelihood of a greatly increased exr- 
pense in finding or creating similar privileges and immunities 
elsewhere ; finally, to that respect, esteem, and friendship, 
for more than two centuries, mutually and happily entertained 
by the College and Parish, inspiring the hope of its continu- 
ance, and of deriving aid in the instance for' which we now 
most respectfully petition ; since we rely on the general jus- 
tice and well-known liberality of Harvard University. 

Daniel Austin, ^ p • i 
George A. ^shing, } fy^^^^ 
Andrew S. W aitt, ) 
Cambridgej Dec. 1846. 
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Copi/ of the College Answer to the foregoing Memorial. 

At a special meeting of the President and Fellows of 
Harvard College, in Boston, March 13th, 1847, the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the memorial of the Urst Parish 
in Cambridge submitted the following report, which was or- 
dered to be put on file. 

Corporation of Harvard College^ 
March UUiy 1847. 

The conmiittee to whom was referred the memorial of the 
First Parish in Cambridge, for aid in the repair of their 
church, have attended to the subject, and submit the following 
report. 

In 1756, when the late edifice was erected for the joint 
use of the Parish and the College, it was mutually agreed that 
the latter should defiray one seventh part of the cost of the 
building, and should be entitled to the stated use of such por- 
tion of it as was necessary for its purposes, being about one 
seventh part of the area of the church, and to the use of the 
whole on Commencement and other public days. 

The part of the present church belonging to the College is 
rather less than this, and the use of the bmlding is discontin- 
ued except during vacations, and on public celebrations; yet 
this proportion may be reasonably considered a fair basis for 
the distribution of any occasional expenses which fall upon the 
proprietors of the church. Although the parochial duties of 
the clergjrman are not increased by the presence of the Col- 
lege, a contribution, varying in amount at difierent times, has 
always been paid towards the support of the minister, and for 
many years it has been fixed at % 70 per annum ; while the 
CoUegft also holds itself responsible for any injury done to the 
building, through its agency, beyond reasonable wear and tear. 
At the time of the erection of the present church, in 1838, 
these agreements were, renewed and confirmed; and notwith- 
standing intimations occasionally thrown out as to the character 
of that contract, your committee, after examination, are satis- 
fied that the bargam then made was as near an approach to an 
exchange of equivalents as is often effected. On both cddes 
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were wary^ experienced^ and jtist men, wbo were disposed 
neither to take nor to ^ve unfair advantage; and there is 
nothing in that negotiation which Seems calculated to change 
at all the pleasant relations which the Parish and the College 
have long held to each other. The hope that the College may 
at some future period have a building or bmldings of its own 
which shall supply all its wants, as well for the services of the 
Sabbath as for academical holidays, renders it inexpedient to 
contemplate a connection of unlimited duration between the 
Parish and the College^ and make it proper that each case of 
expenditure should rest on the particular reasons for it, withr 
out making it a precedent for future times. It would seem that 
the repairs now contemplated by the Parish Committee 'are im^ 
{xnrtant^ and some of them indeed necessary ; and the under- 
ligned are therefore of opinion that a proper occasion has 
arisen fbr the College to lend its idd to the otlier proprietors of 
the church* They see no reason, however, to extend this aid 
beyond the proportion established ninety years ago, and recom* 
mend that the College should contribute one ^ixth part of the 
sum voted by the Parish for the repair of the church, at any 
legal meeting called for that purpose; thus maintaining the 
ancient proport^<ni of six sevenths raised by the Parish, and 
one seventh by tlie College; and they accordingly recom* 
mend the adoption of the following vote. 

(Signed,) Edward Everett, ) ^ 

Samuel A. Elioi, 1 (^<^^^' 

Voted, That the Treasurer be^ and he is hereby^ authorized 
to subscribe on behalf of the President and Fellows of Haj> 
vard College, for the repair of the church of the First Parish 
in Cambridge, a sum equal to one sixth part of the Amount 
which may be voted for that purpose by the said Parish at any 
legal meeting thereofl 

Whereupon, the vote recommended, and following the re* 
port) was adopted. 

A true copy of record* Attest, 

(Signed,) Jambs Walker, See^y. 
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In pursuance of ttus vote, the Corporation of Harvard Col- 
lege paid towards the repairs of the meeting-house, in 1847, 
$200. 

By the printed report of the Parish Committee, dated April, 
1850, it appears that there are now twenty-seven pews untaxed, 
and that of this number eight voluntarily pay the tax assessed 
upon the others, leaving nineteen pews which pay no tax. 

From the foregoing papers it appears that the connection at 
the present time existing between the First Parish and Harvard 
College is as follows : — 

1. In 1834 the College purchased of the Parish the " Par- 
sonage Lot,^' 185,130 square feet, the meeting-house lot, 
12,700 square feet, making in all 197,830 square feet, to- 
gether with all their leasehold rights derived from the Col- 
lege, for which the College paid, for the new meeting-house 
$ 12,500, and the new meeting-house lot, 17,483 square feet. 

2. The College own all the pews in the northern gallery ; 
pews No. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34, by ex- 
change for nine pews in the gallery of the old meeting-house ; 
also No. 24 in the same gallery, for No. 39 on the lower floor 
of the old meeting-house, and Nos. 21, 22, and 23 by pur- 
chase at public sale. 

3. The College has a right to use the meeting-house on Com- 
mencement days, and other public occasions, and agrees to 
make good all damage which shall be done to said house by 
their use of it. 

4. The College is required to keep the turret clock in 
good order and repair at its sole expense, and to have the 
sole care and superintendence thereof; for which purpose the 
Corporation or their agents are to have free access to the 
tower. 

5. In 1834 the Parish bought of the College a plat of 
ground for the horse-sheds, 3,611 square feet, for $ 350 ; the 
College requiring that the sheds should be used for the pui> 
poses of the College, and to accommodate visitants as well as 
members of the Parish. 

6. The College is required to pay to the Treasurer of the 
Parish for its use $ 70 annuaUy. 
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The Parish property now consists of the meeting-house lot, 
17,483 square feet, and the meeting-house ; also of the vestry 
and horse-sheds, with the lot of land, 3,611 square feet, upon 
which they stand. 

As a portion of the land last mentioned is open to the public, 
your committee would recommend that measures be immediate- 
ly taken to prevent the acquisition by any party of any adverse 
rights. 

Your committee, in conclusion, would recommend the passage 
of the following vote : — > 

Voted, That the facts contained in the printed report of the 
committee of April 29, 1850, be submitted to the College, with 
such other considerations for an increase of the annual pay- 
ment from, the College to the Parish as the committee shall 
deem expedient. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

M. WYMAN, 

D. AUSTIN, 

B. W. WHITNEY, \^ Committee. 

W. G. STEARNS, 

0. HASTINGS, J 
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